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PROBLEM 

The value of figure drawings as a projective technique useful in the study of 
male homosexuality has been demonstrated in related investigations by Geil® 
and Darke and Geil“. Utilizing the Goodenough Draw-a-Man Test as a study 
instrument, Geil) found that incarcerated male homosexuals actually project their 
inner homosexual tendencies onto pictorial representations of the male adult human 
figure. Carrying investigation of the problem one step further, Darke and Geil 
found that significant relationships exist between degree of and role in male homo- 
sexual activity, on the one hand, and degree of femininity as revealed in figure 
drawings by incarcerated male homosexuals, on the other. In both studies, sets of 
criteria were developed as indices of the presence or absence of femininity in the 
figure drawings under examination. 

This study reports an exploratory effort to test the wider validity of these 
heuristic categories by applying them to the projective drawings of a group of male 
homosexuals selected from a different psychological segment of the general popula- 
tion, the mentally retarded. In particular, it attempts to determine whether the 
qualitative criteria for the presence of femininity applied to figure drawings produced 
by male homosexuals selected from a prison population are equally applicable to 
figure drawings made by male homosexuals drawn from an institutional retarded 
population. In addition, we sought to ascertain whether there exist any differences 
in this regard between active male homosexuals (those who assume the masculine 
role in their homosexual relationships) and passive male homosexuals (those who 
assume the feminine role in their homosexual relationships). This study expanded 
the scope of the previous investigations by including the drawings of animals as well 
as those of the male human figure. 


PROCEDURES 


The Ss were 18 dyads or pairs of adolescent and adult institutionalized retarded 
male homosexuals, each dyad composed of a ‘‘masculine” or active homosexual 
partner and a “feminine” or passive homosexual partner. The dyads were selected 
on the basis of official medical records on the patients, reports by ward physicians 
and attendants, and knowledge about the patients’ involvement in homosexual 
behavior gained through intensive psychotherapeutic treatment. 

The mean chronological age of the “active” group was 31 years, range 19 to 
68 years. The mean chronological age of the ‘passive’ group was 28 years, range 
15 to 51 years. The mean IQ of the “active” group was 56, range 37 to 71, while that 
of the ‘“‘passive’”’ group was 53, range 26 to 76. 

Each S was individually studied through a special evaluation of his graphic 
representations of the adult male human figure, a self-image drawing (in which the 
S was asked to draw a picture of himself), and an animal drawing Gin which the S 
was asked to draw a picture of any animal he chose). The evaluation consisted of 
(a) an application of the qualitative scoring criteria for determining the presence of 
femininity and masculinity in the drawings of the male human figure developed and 
outlined by Geil® and amplified by Darke and Geil), and (b) an application of 
certain related criteria to the drawings of animals. 


RESULTS AND DiscusSION 


The presence or absence of the femininity factor in the figure drawings of the 
present group of retarded homosexual Ss has been determined, in the style outlined 
by Darke and Geil®?, on the basis of inspectional impression, with special attention 
being given to the total configurational appearance of each drawing. The graphic 
characteristics that have been established as indices of femininity, according to the 
model set forth by Geil, include the following: large eyes with details such as 
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accentuated brow, lashes, and pupils; Cupid’s bow mouth, delicate nose; curved 
figure; small hands and feet; and graceful posturing. Contrastingly, the graphic 
characteristics that have been established as indices of masculinity include the 
following: less prominent eyes with less detail; large mouth with few curves; large 
nose; angular figure; large stubby hands and feet; and obvious masculine posturing. 

In addition, the present study has treated several] other graphic characteristics, 
suggested by Darke and Geil? to be significant in the drawings of homosexuals, 
as follows: compensated masculinity 7. e., the introduction of one or more mas- 
culine characteristics, sometimes in an over-compensated manner, in a drawing that 
basically appears to be more feminine than masculine); absurd distortion; frontal 
positioning of the figure; the presence of an umbilicus; and the appearance of nipples 
or breasts. Since inspectional impression by an experienced analyst of projective 
drawings formed the basis for assessing femininity and masculinity in the present 
study, no detailed tabular or statistical data are here reported. Instead, the findings 
are represented as overall directional trends. 

On the basis of the aforementioned criteria, the results indicate that this 
group of homosexual retardates, both active and passive, draws figures of the human 
male characterized by a strong quality of femininity. This feminine tendency, re- 
flected in both the human figure drawing and the self-image drawing, is more pro- 
nounced among the passive members of retarded homosexual dyads than among the 
active members. Those characteristics that most significantly differentiate active 
and passive homosexual retardates include the size of the feet (passive homosexual 
retardates drawing smaller feet), the width of the legs (passive homosexual retard- 
ates drawing thinner, more delicate legs), and the shape and size of the trunk 
(passive homosexual retardates drawing more curved and smaller bodies). 

At the same time, however, our results indicate that the additional factors of 
compensated masculinity, frontal positioning of the figure, the presence of an um- 
bilicus, and the appearance of nipples or breasts do not significantly differentiate 
between active and passive homosexual retardates. This result is at variance with 
Darke and Geil’s® finding that significant relationships do obtain between the 
presence of such graphic characteristics and degree of homosexuality. 

Concerning the drawings of animals, the passive members of our group of 
homosexuals produce a greater number of physically small and non-aggressive 
animals than do the active members. Since the characteristics of physical smallness 
and non-aggressiveness constitute what may be viewed as graphic extensions of 
femininity applied to the drawings of animals, this finding appears consistent with 
the principal results of the present study. 


SUMMARY 


This study examined the figure drawings of a group of retarded male homo- 
sexuals to ascertain whether such productions reflect the presence of a feminine 
tendency. Applying a set of criteria of femininity developed by Geil®) and Darke 
and Geil“), the authors evaluated drawings of the adult male human figure, as 
well as self-image and animal drawings, produced by a group of 18 dyads or pairs 
of adolescent and adult institutionalized retarded male homosexuals. Each dyad 
consisted of a “‘masculine” or active homosexual partner (mean CA = 31 years, 
mean IQ = 56) and a “feminine” or passive homosexual partner (mean CA = 28 
years, mean IQ = 53). The results indicate that retarded homosexual Ss draw 
figures of the human male marked by the presence of a strong feminine tendency, 
which is more pronounced among passive than among active homosexuals. Con- 
sistent tendencies are also revealed in animal drawings. 
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